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They average in size about 5 mm., and are oblong-oval in
shape. They are clothed with a greyish pubescence, amongst
which longer hairs are dispersed. The elytra are often marked
with red or yellowish bands or spots.

The head is large, the fore part rather prominent, while the
basal part is sunk into the thorax as far as th6 eyes, which are
half concealed. The antennae are short and from the third
joint gradually thicken into an oblong club. The thorax is
well defined and does not fit very closely to the elytra which
completely cover the abdomen. The legs are moderately
long and stoutly built, the tibiae being broad, toothed and well
adapted for burrowing. The tarsi, which by some authors are
said to be five-jointed, are capable of being doubled back
against the tibiae when digging operations are in progress.
The abdomen possesses at its base on each side a raised, curved
line against which the posterior femora are said to rub, pro-
ducing a sound, on occasion of alarm.

The larvae are of curious form, having a large head with well-
developed mandibles and small eyes; a thorax which greatly
exceeds the head in width, and an abdomen much narrower
than the thorax, with a slight taper towards the apex, which
bears a small pseudopod. The legs are short. The entire
surface is thickly pubescent.

Both larvae and adults live by ponds, ditches, or streams,
where they excavate galleries in the soft mud. Their move-
ments are somewhat sluggish; but they will sometimes fly if
disturbed. They are presumed to be predaceous; but it is
also thought that they live on the mud of their burrows.

A list of the species will be found in the Berlin Catalogue.
There are eight British species dealt with by Fowler.

(c) SEERICORNIA
DASCILLIDJE (Psephenidce, Cyphonidce).
Antennae usually serrate, eleven-jointed, in front of eyes.
Tarsi five-jointed. Anterior coxae with large, distinct
trochantin.
A small family of wide distribution.
These beetles are from small to moderate size, oblong-oval